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Wiat is the law of mations on the subject? ¢“Whoever of-
fends thie state, or does it a prqudncd in dny mangder whatsoev
er, declares h'mself its enemy, and exposes himself to be just-
ly punished for it. I the offended state has in her power the
individual who hds done the injury, she may without scruple
bring him tc¢ justice and punish him.” While the vffender
then retajns in the nation whose laws he Has violated, there ig
a perfect right to punish him according to it§ ltws, and the na-
ticn of which lie may be a citizen cannot complaina  Why? be-
cduse whoever enters a nation, submits himself to its jurisdic+
tion, and tacitly undertakes to respect its laws and institutions
“If the offénder has escaped and returned to his own country,
the offended nation ought to apply to his sovereign to have juss
tice done in the case, aid since he duglit not to suffer his sub-
jects to molést the subjects of other states, or do them an injus
ry—thucli fess to give open aadacious offence to foteign power
—he ought to cowmpel the transgressor to make reparation for
the damagé if pu\ssnbie, or to inflict on him an exemplaiy pun:
ishinent, or finally according to the nature and Lircumstances
of the case to deliver him up to the offendéd state to be there
brought te justice. This is pretty generally observed with re-
spect to great crimes Which are contrary to the laws and safes
ty of all nations. Assassins, murtleret's, and robbers ave seiz-
ed every where, at the deslre of the sovereign in whose terris
tories the crime was committed, and are delivered up to hig
justice. The matier 1s carried still furt/’zer in siates that are
more. closely connected by friendship and gvod neighborhood.
- Ecea in vases of ordinury lransgression which are only subjects
of civil prosecution either \nth a view to the recovery of dam.
ages or the infliction of a slight panishinent, the subjects of twg
neighboring states are reciprocally obliged to appear befure
the magistrate of the place where they are accused of having
failed in their duty. It belobgs not to the sovereign of the acs
cused to examine whether the accusation be true ur false,. He
- s to presume on the justice ol his ineighbour, ahd not guffer any
.doubts vh his part to impair an institution so well calculated to
preserve harmony ahd good understanding between the stutes.”
Vattel’s Law of Nations, book scrond, ch. 6, -

Your committee will not enquire whether the principle o('
deinand and surrender is confined to heinous crimes, such as
assassination and murder, becaust whatever the rule under the
 {aw of nations may be; it is virtually abrogated by the pracs




